be conformed to the image of his Son,” those whom God also “justified” and “glorified.” While God is merciful to all and is not wishing that any should perish, he particularly loves only those whom he chose in Christ “before the foundation of the world.” (See Ephesians 1:3-14).    

5. We cannot know that God has NOT chosen us.


At this point you may be thinking, “What’s the use? If God has not chosen me, then I cannot be saved. So why bother pursuing Christ?” And the obvious answer is that you cannot possibly know in this life that God has NOT chosen you. Think of the Apostle Paul. He confessed that before his conversion he was a “blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent” to Christ (1 Timothy 1:13). At this point he could have concluded that God had not chosen him for salvation. Yet he then testifies:  “But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.”  So no one in this life, no matter how sinful or opposed to Christ they may be, can conclude that God has not chosen them and so they cannot be saved.   

6. We CAN know that God has saved us in Christ. 


What we can do is come to the assurance that God has saved us in Christ (and so he therefore has chosen us for salvation before the foundation of the world). Those who have come to trust and rest in Christ for salvation as he is offered in the Gospel can and do find the confidence that God has chosen them and has become their heavenly Father. Paul writes of the Holy Spirit bearing witness “with our spirit that we are children of God.” (Romans 8:16) And John declares that he has written his first letter “to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have eternal life.” (1 John 5:13) So instead of using God’s election as an excuse for unbelief, we must repent and believe on Christ, and seek the assurance that God has indeed loved us and adopted us as his children.  

7. We must not presume upon God’s general mercy, but repent and receive his particular love in Christ.  


The real danger with (wrongly) assuming that God loves everyone in general is then to presume that God would never punish anyone in particular. Many years ago a pastor explained to me why he did not believe in hell. “I am a father,” he said, “and I love my children. I could never send any of my children to hell. How could I be more loving than God?” 

But now you see his error. He was assuming that God loved everyone and that God was Father to everyone. If that were true, then he would be right, and we should not fear any judgment to come.  


And now you know that this is not true. God is our Maker who has required our love and obedience. When we rebelled, he gave his Son to pay the penalty and save his people from their sin, all who would repentant and trust in Jesus who alone can save sinners. 

Please, please do not make the eternally deadly error of presuming on God’s general mercy. Instead, put your faith in Christ alone and submit to him. Then and only then will you know that God is your Father, and that your Father loves you. Trust in Christ and follow him, and so “make your calling and election sure.” (2 Peter 1:10)
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GOD MAY NOT  LOVE YOU!

In our diverse culture there remain very few universal truths—statements that most everyone would agree with, and that if we declared them in public they would meet only nods of approval. This is especially true of religion. But there are a few. One universally recognized truth is this:  “Nobody’s perfect.”  Only the most arrogant person would dare to claim perfection, and this could only be accomplished by lowering the definition of perfection (or through simple delusion).


Another nearly universal religious truth is this:  “God loves everyone.” Only a few would object to this statement:  atheists who deny that there is a God to love anybody, and perhaps those who have become so overwhelmed by the suffering in the world that they openly wonder how a loving God could permit it. 

But I would like to add my objection to this second universal religious “truth.”  I do so not because I am an atheist, nor because I have been overcome by grief, but because it is the plain teaching of Scripture. The Bible simply does not teach that God loves everyone; in fact, it teaches something quite different.

If someone insists that God loves everyone, then he or she is must explain how some people are not saved. The Bible gives the distinct impression that many if not most are not saved (see Matthew 7:13-14; 22:14, and Luke 13:22-30, for example). How can this be? If one wishes to maintain that God loves everyone, then one is forced to retreat either into universalism (“all are saved in the end”) as neo-liberal pastor Rob Bell has recently advocated, or into Arminianism (“God loves all, but bows to human free will”). 


This notion that God loves everyone comes, I think, from a misreading of certain texts of Scripture. For example, the best known verse in the Bible seems to imply this. John 3:16 states:   “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” Not only does it seem to say that God loves the whole world, i.e. everyone, but what amazing love! God gave his Son! 


Yet a simple check of the Greek term “kosmos” which is translated “world” shows that it does not refer to every last person in the world, but to the inhabitants of this planet in general, namely, sinners in rebellion. This well-known verse does not declare that God loves everyone, only that God has loved rebellious sinners by giving his only Son. 


Or this “truth” that God loves everyone may arise from confusing God’s mercy and his love. The Bible does unmistakably teach that God is merciful to all. All sinners deserve immediate, eternal, and unimaginable torment for our dreadful sin and rebellion, yet God postpones his judgment, giving opportunity for repentance. In this life, nobody receives the full judgment they deserve. Rather, “The LORD is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he has made.”  (Psalm 145:9) God “makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust,” (Matthew 5:45) and “he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil” because he is “merciful.” (Luke 6:35-36) To even the pagan nations who forgot him, Paul declares:  “he did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.” (Acts 14:17) And God’s purpose in his mercy is that his “kindness is meant to lead you to repentance….” (Romans 2:4) So no one who is not already in the hell we deserve can possibly doubt that God is merciful, good to all, more than we deserve. But the Bible simply does not teach that God “loves” everyone. God’s mercy to sinners is certainly marvelous, but it is not unlimited. There is a Day of Judgment coming. 

________________________________________

We can resolve this misunderstanding and dismiss this perennial (and serious) error by considering seven biblical statements.  
1. God is merciful to all but does not love all.


God’s great mercy is described in 2 Peter 3:9:  “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.”  This reveals God’s general attitude toward sinners. God is patient, not wishing that any should perish. But that does not mean that God will always be merciful to the unrepentant. In fact, Peter also declares in the very next verse:  “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.” (2 Peter 3:10) This explains why God permits insolent and rebellious sinners to continue defying him temporarily in this life. But, again, his mercy is not without limit.  
2. God cares for and provides for all his creatures, but he loves only the elect.


Here’s another common misunder-standing. As the gracious Creator of all things, God cares for his creatures. “The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living creature.” (Psalm 145:15-16) But God is the Father only of those he has chosen to redeem. Not everyone can call God “Father,” but only those who have become his children through faith in Christ. Jesus said that the unbelieving Jews had no right to call God their Father:  “If God were your Father, you would love me….You are of your father the devil….” (See John 8:42-47) The Apostle Paul explains that only believers may rightly call God “Father.” (See Romans 8:12-17)  John agrees:  “By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother.”  (1 John 3:10)    

3. God hates the wicked and will punish them in hell forever.


We must come to terms with the fact that God not only hates sins, but he hates sinners as well. Read carefully what God says in Proverbs 6:16-19:  “There are six things that the LORD hates, seven that are an abomination to him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that make haste to run to evil, a false witness who breathes out lies, and one who sows discord among brothers.” God hates a false witness. God hates the person who sows discord. While it is true that God calls us to love the sinner and hate the sin, the Bible says God hates the sinner as well as the sin. 

This is what the Bible describes as the “wrath of God.” It is God’s intense hatred for, not only sin, but for sinners as well. And God will punish the wicked forever in hell as the ultimate expression of his wrath. God solemnly warns the unrepentant in Revelation 14:9-11:  “If anyone worships the beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, he also will drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night, these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its name.”  

4. God particularly loves those he has chosen to save through his Son.  


God’s love is unstoppable. “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?” “For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:35, 38-39). But the crucial question is who Paul intends by the word “us”? This is the error of those who, like Rob Bell, conclude that if God loves all, and God always gets his way, then somehow all will be saved, for God’s “love wins.” 

Yet Paul clearly defines “us” in the preceding verses (8:28-30), namely “those who are called according to his purpose.” Paul is referring to those whom God “foreknew” and “predestined” to 
